428	RAS MALA	chap x
cui&e The raja and his chiefs approach her presence with
offerings of cocoa-nuts and bridal vestments, she is set upon
horseback, and, preceded by music, goes forth to accompany
her husband to the pyie Dressed in her most splendid gar-
ments, in procession such as that of marriage, she passes through
the town, the people bending before her, and pressing to touch
her feet She ones, ' Quick I quick' my lord will chide my
 *	delay, he is already getting to a distance from me !'   She ib
eager ' to join her lord through the flame'    * Victory to
 *	Umba 1    Victory to Runchor '' is still her cry, and it is
taken up by those around her    "When she reaches the gate of
the town, she makes the auspicious impression of her hands
with vermilion upon its doors
The pile of the Sutee is unusually large , heavy cart-wheels
are placed upon it, to which her limbs are bound, or sometimes
a canopy of massive logs is raised above it to crush her by its
fall She seats herself with her husband's head reclining in her
lap, and undismayed by all the paraphernaha of torment and
of deathj herself sets fire to the pile It is a fatal omen to hear
the sound of the Sutee's groan , as, therefore, the fire springs
up from the pile, there rises simultaneously with it a deafening
shout of ' Victory to UrnM I Victory to Runchor !' and the
screaming horn and the hard rattling drum sound their loudest
until the sacuflce is consummated
These spectacles, so full of horror, are now, it is true, but
larely witnessed they still, however, occur sometimes x The
rite was compulsory only in the case of Rajpoots , by some
castes of Hindoos,—as, for instance, by the Nagur Brahmins,—
it was never practised at all
Goozerat is covered with monuments, more or less perma-
nent, pointing out the spots whence mortals have departed to
Swerga These are sometimes merely unhewn stones, smeared
with red-lead, or heaps, such as we have described, loosely
thrown together, but more usually engraved head-stones, either
standing alone, or covered by the pavilions called Chutrees, and
not unfrequently temples of greater or less size, which enclose
1 On the 1st of October, 1853, the wrfe of the Waghela chief of AloowS
became a Sutee at that Tillage, in. the Guikowar's district of Ktiree

